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Child poverty by Croydon locality 
 
Croydon is a large and diverse borough. The needs of children, young people and 
families, the services that can support them and the challenges they face are 
different in different areas. Moreover, we know that families are more likely to access 
support if it is close to home or school and so it is important that we have the right 
services in the right place. 
  
In 2010, Croydon Council established five localities: North, South, East, West and 
Central. These followed geographical areas but also took account of existing clusters 
of schools that were already working well together. Where possible, the council has 
organised central services such as youth and early years by localities, so that those 
working in a locality can gain a good understanding of their locality. 
 
Figure 1: Map of Croydon localities 
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Locality based network events provide practitioners with the opportunity to get to 
know others working in their area, to find out about services available and to discuss 
the particular issues that they face and together to come up with solutions and so are 
better able to support children and families. Importantly, commissioning decisions 
can be better informed as they take account of local knowledge. 
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The Youth Council also has Locality Youth Forums and these young people have 
been able to have a say about services that should be commissioned in their locality 
based on their knowledge of what young people in their need and want. 
 
Overall, the highest proportion of child poverty is in the East (35%) and West (34%) 
localities of Croydon, and the lowest proportion of child poverty is in the South 
locality (15%). North (28%) and Central (27%) localities have a level of child poverty 
close to the Croydon average. 
 

North locality 

In the North locality, there are 5,290 children living in poverty (28% of children aged 
under 16). Child poverty is highest in West Thornton, near to Croydon University 
Hospital (46%), and in the south western corner of Upper Norwood (44%), around 
Highbury Avenue. 
 
Figure 2: Proportion of children aged under 16 living in poverty 
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Proportion of children aged under 16 living in poverty
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Source: Child poverty statistics, 2009, HM Customs & Revenue 
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West locality 

In the West locality, there are 4,585 children living in poverty (34% of children aged 
under 16). Child poverty is higher than the Croydon average (27%) in most of the 
West locality, with the exception of parts of Waddon. Child poverty is highest in the 
southern and eastern parts of Broad Green around West Croydon Station and 
Wandle Park (over 40%) and in the southern part of Waddon around Purley Way 
(46%). 
 
Figure 3: Proportion of children aged under 16 living in poverty 
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Source: Child poverty statistics, 2009, HM Customs & Revenue 
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Central locality 

In the Central locality, there are 3,825 children living in poverty (27% of children 
aged under 16). Overall, child poverty is similar to the Croydon average but there is 
large variation in child poverty within certain wards. In Ashburton ward, child poverty 
ranges from 8% in the southern part of the ward to 49% in the north, around 
Longheath Gardens and Long Lane Wood. In Shirley ward, 52% of children on 
Shrublands Estate live in poverty compared with 11% of children in the rest of the 
ward. Child poverty is also high (over 40%) in parts of South Norwood and Woodside 
wards in the north of the locality around Manor Road in South Norwood and 
Davidson Road in Woodside. 
 
Figure 4: Proportion of children aged under 16 living in poverty 
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Source: Child poverty statistics, 2009, HM Customs & Revenue 
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East locality 

In the East locality, there are 3,240 children living in poverty (35% of children aged 
under 16). Over 2,600 of these children live in Fieldway and New Addington. Forty 
six per cent of children in Fieldway and 40% of children in New Addington live in 
poverty. Child poverty is also high (45%) in the centre of Monks Hill Estate in 
Heathfield ward. 
 
Figure 5: Proportion of children aged under 16 living in poverty 
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Source: Child poverty statistics, 2009, HM Customs & Revenue 

 

 

South locality 

In the South locality, there are 2,495 children living in poverty (15% of children aged 
under 16). Child poverty is below the Croydon average (27%) for most areas within 
the South locality. In Selsdon & Ballards (7%) and Sanderstead (10%) wards, there 
are only 270 children living in poverty. However, there are high areas of child poverty 
in the south of Coulsdon East (46%) and Waddon (39%). 
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Figure 6: Proportion of children aged under 16 living in poverty 
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Source: Child poverty statistics, 2009, HM Customs & Revenue 

 
 


