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Introduction  
Croydon is a dynam ic and complex place facing a variety of opportunities and 

challenges. Meeting the needs of the boroughôs changing population in the future will 
be important for local services which work hard to ensure their activities and plans 

reflect the needs of diffe rent communities and places in the borough.  
 
Knowing and understanding the needs of local people is integral to delivering 

Croydonôs overall priorities set out in our Local Area Agreement, and addressing the 
aspirations of all communities that live and wo rk in the borough. It is at the heart of 

local service delivery for the public, voluntary and business sectors. A shared 
understanding of our communities is a core element of strong partnership working.  
 

Croydonôs local strategic partnership (a range of a gencies that work together to 
improve outcomes for local people) has made significant progress towards improving 

its knowledge and understanding of local  people and their  needs. In 2008/09 
Croydonôs Observatory was launched as a partnership resource that would support 
evidence based policy making. Two major assessments of needs were undertaken  in 

partnership : the Council and Croydon NHS conducted a Joint S trategic Needs 
Assessment  (JSNA) ; and a crime assessment was carried out with the police.  

 
However the  partnership is not complacent and recognises that more needs to be 
done to understand the nature and extent of inequality and disadvantage within our 

local communities so that we can better target services collectively to reduce any 
gaps.  

 
Croydonôs first community profiles , which include a borough profile and one for each 
ward , are designed to provide a range of data and information about the physical, 

social and economic make -up of the communities and where possible raw population 
numbers, broken down by  age, gender , ethnicity, religion and belief; health 

indicators ; deprivation statistics; crime statistics; economic activity, employment; 
data on schools  and educational attainment ; housing  and  households .  
 

The c ommunity profiles are designed to provide local service providers, community 
leaders, ward councillors and other practitioners with relevant and up to date 

information about the community and places they serve. Each profi le has the same 
format: people, place  and prosperity and contains an introduct ion to some of the key 

characteristics of the borough or ward. They include a statistical appendix with tables 
and links to a range of information available on the internet. Croydonôs Observatory 
will contain a variety of other data and information that co mpliments the information  

found in these documents e.g. the I ndex of Multiple Deprivation 200 7.  
 

Community profiles will address local government priorities set out in the Local Area 
Agreement and wider government priorities along with contributing to the  
Comprehensive Area Assessment.  

 
The profiles are living documents which will be updated on the release of new major 

data and information  and based on feed back from those that use them . Please 
therefore do feedback with any comments or suggestions about h ow Croydonôs 
profiles can be improved.  
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Each profile has four sections:  

 
 A summary of key findings;   

 A focus on people outlining the key demographic and social cha racteristics of 
the borough;  

 A focus on place providing information about the level of depri vation, crime 

and community assets;  and  
 A focus on prosperity providing a range of socio -economic trends including 

level of skills and educational attainment.  
 
The profiles also contain a óStatistical Appendixô which contains a detailed breakdown 

of all th e data used within the profiles, and a óStatistical Glossaryô that contains 
definitions of all the terms and definitions used within the profile and a list of the key 

data sources.  
    
The profiles are living documents which will be updated on the release of new major 

data and information.  
 

Please let Amanda Guest -Collins ( amanda.guest -collins@croydon.gov.uk ) have any 

comments or suggestions about how Croydonôs profiles can be improved. 
 

Ward Map o f Croydon  
As shown on the map, Heathfield is located in the south -east of the borough and is a 
largely suburban area with a high quantity of open space.  

 

mailto:amanda.guest-collins@croydon.gov.uk
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Key finding s 
 

According to population projections, there are 12,841 people living in Heathfield; o ne 
of the smaller ward populations in Croydon. Heathfield has a higher proportion of 

older people (aged above 60 years of age ) . The population of Heathfield  is less  
ethnically diverse  than the borough average : 18 % are from a Minority Ethnic 
background and 14 % are from a Black and Minority Ethnic background. Heathfield 

contain s a smaller proportion  of  other faith  groups, such as Muslims and Hindus.  
 

It is projected that the population of Heathfield will contain a greater proportion of 
people aged over 60 in the longer term. There will be a 10% increase in the 
proportion of older people, whilst there will be a dec rease  in the proportion of people 

aged under  60 years of age.  
 

According to Mosaic, Heathfield contains  a mix of nearly all of the major social 
group s.  59% of households  fall within the óSecure Suburbia ô or óSymbol of Success ô 
groups, which suggest s a significant level of affluence. However, households in the  

south -west section of the ward  tend to be less affluent;  the majority of households  in 
th ese area s fall under the óBlue Collar Enterpriseô classification . Households who fall 

under this classification  tend  to  comprise  people who are practical in their 
orientation. Many of these people live in what were once council estates but where 
tenants have ex ercised their right to buy. They own their cars, provide a reliable 

source of labour to local employers and are streetwise consumers.  
 

Data from the Index of Multiple Deprivation  indicates that very few areas experience 
any form of deprivation: only one Lo wer Super Output Area , in the south -west of the 
ward,  (LSOA) falls into the 20% most deprived nationally. However, like other 

suburban neighbourhoods on the edge of London, a number of LSOAs fall into the 
20% most deprived for óBarriers to Housing and Other Servicesô deprivation. This 

means that households in these areas will find it difficult to access home ownership, 
essential local services and shops and/or may also find that housing waiting lists are 
higher than the national average.  

 
Health indicators suggest that residents in Heathfield are in better health than in 

other parts of Croydon. The Standardised Mortality Ratios for óall causesô, for ócardio-
vascular diseaseô and for ócancerô are all lower amongst residents in the ward 

compared to Croydon, Lo ndon and England. For instance, for  óall causesô, the ratio is 
nearly 30% lower. This is reflected in the higher than borough average life 
expectancies for residents living in the ward. As in the rest of Croydon, around a 

quarter (23%) of children are eith er obese or overweight.  
 

Levels of crime are a lmost identical in Heathfield and across Croydon as a whole: 
there are approximately 93 Total Notifiable Offences per 1,000 population, compared 
to the Croydon average of 95. However, t he proportion of óFraud and Forgeryô to 

total offences is five  times higher in Heathfield than it is across the whole of 
Croydon.   
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Economic activity amongst Heathfield residents is higher than the Croydon average. 
Unemployment is low at 3.5% and the proportion  of benefit claim ants, at 10%, is 

below  the Croydon average of 13.7% . The occupational structure of Heathfield is 
broadly similar to the Croydon average with  slightly  higher proportions of residents 

employed as  managers and professionals. Skills levels are , however , lower in 
Heathfield than across Croydon.  
 

The higher than average economic activity rates are  reflected in the housing tenure 
patterns in the ward. Owner occupiers  make  up 82%  of households , which is  well 

above the Croydon average of 69%  and the London average of 57%.  
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Our P eople  
Population 

According to the latest Greater London Authority (GLA) population projections, there 

are  12,841  living people in Heathfield, which is  an average size for Croydon wards.  
 

Figure 1  ï Ward populations (GLA 2008 Round Projecti ons PLP Low)  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Heathfieldôs population is slightly older than the Croydon average, with slightly more 
older people and slightly fewer  children and young people.  

 
Figure 2  ï Population by Age (GLA 2008 Round Projections PLP Low)  
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Population projections for 2026 indicate an 11%  decrease . This will be most 
pronounced amongst  working age  people, which will be 8% . T he number of older 

people will actually increase by 10% ;  twice that of the borough increase over the 
same perio d:  

 
Figure 3  ï Demographic change (GLA 2008 Round Projections PLP Low)  

Heathfield population change 2001 - 2026 by age band
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Table 1  demonstrates that there are weaker migratory pressures upon the ward than 

elsewhere in the borough. Although there are a slightly higher proportion of people  
migrating into t he ward from Croydon than the borough  average:  
 

Table 1  ï In - m igration Census 2000 - 01 Snapshot: Heathfield and Croydon 
( Office for  National Statistics, Census 2001)  

 Heathfield 
(%)  

Croydon  
(%)  

Population  migrating from 
outside the ward  

5.01  4.22  

Populat ion  migrating from 
outside Croydon but within 

the UK  

3.38  4.23  

Population  migrating from 

outside the UK  

0.44  0.92  
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Ethnicity 

Heathfield is not a diverse ward:   

 
 18% of the population are from a óMinority Ethnic ô background, which includes 

White Irish, W hite Other, Black, Asian, Mixed and Chinese and Other ethnic 

groups.  
 

 14% are from a óBlack and Minority Ethnic ô (BME) background, which includes 
Black, Asian, Mixed and Chinese and Other ethnic groups.  

 

Figure 4  -  Ethnic Profile of Heathfield  
(Office f or National Statistics, Census 2001)  

 
 

The Minority E thnic population is comprised of a mix of ethnic groups with Asian 
groups formin g the biggest group, as Figure 5  demonstrates:  

 
Figure 5  ï Heathfieldôs Minority Ethnic  Population  
(Office for National S tatistics, Census 2001)  
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There has,  however , been a significant d ecrease in the number of White British 
school -aged children living in Heathfield ward since 2003, wh ile there have been 

increases among other et hnic groups, as Figure 6 shows (plea se see Table 9 in the 
óStatistical Appendix ô for a detailed breakdown).  

 
Figur e 6  ï Heathfield  5 - 16 yr old population change by ethnic origin  
(LB Croydon, Pupil Level Annual School Census 2003 - 08)  

Heathfield population change by ethnic group, 5-16 yr olds
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Religion and Belief 

The religious breakdown is not as div erse  as other wards in Croydon , with slightly 
higher levels of Christians (72%) and slightly less representation from other faiths . 

 
Figure 7 ï Religions and Beliefs  in Heathfield  

(Office for National Statistics, Census 2001)  
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Health 

Residents in Heathfi eld are in good health. The Standardised Mortality Ratio (SMR) 

for ócardiovascular disease ô is extremely low in Heathfield: 40 lower than the national 
average . The SMRs are for ócancer ô and óall causes ô are also much lower than the 
borough average.  The hea lth data shown in Figure  8 is expressed as a Standard 

Mortality Ratio, which allows comparisons between areas. The England ratio is 
expressed as 100, and the other area SMRs are expressed relative to this.  

 
Figure 8  ï Standardised Mortality Ratios  in Heat hfield   
(London Health Observatory 2002 - 08)  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Male and female life expectancies  at 81.3 years and 83.8 years respectively  are also 
higher than the  borough averages of 77.1 years and 80.9 years , as Figure 9  shows :   

 
Figure 9  ï Life Expectan cy in Heathfield  
(London Health Observatory 2002 - 08)  
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A key determinant of health in later life is childhood  obesity.  The National Child 
Measurement Programme  provides accurate data based on a robust survey of 

childhood obesity levels at reception class age (4 -5 year olds) and at Year 6 age 
(10 -11 year olds).  

 
In Heathfield, 23% of reception class pupils are classed as either obese or 
overweight, which is just below the borough average of 23.7%. Of these, 8.9% fall 

into the obese categor y, which is below the Croydon average of 10.9%. However, a 
further 14% are classed as overweight compared to 12.8% across Croydon. The 

chart below shows  the percentage of children in reception class in primary schools 
for each ward who are either obese or overweight averaged out between the 
2006/07 and 2007/08 academic years. (Please note children are defined as 

belonging to a ward if they live in the ward rather than if they go to school in that 
ward ) . 

 
Figure 10  ï Childhood Obesity in Heathfield  
(Croydon  NHS 2006 - 08)  
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In Heathfield, the teenage conception rate stands at 48  conceptions per 1,000 
females aged 15 -17  (2004 -06). This is below the Croydon average of 56 conceptions 

during the same period. Heathfield tends to have a higher proportion of terminat ions 
(legal abortions) than live births  (Please note that NHS TOPs in the table below 

refers to NHS - funded Terminations of Pregnancy).  
 
Figure 1 1  -  Teenage Conceptions by Ward 2004 - 06  

(Croydon Joint Strategic Needs Assessment 2009)  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Low b irth weight is an enduring aspect of childhood morbidity, a major factor in 
infant mortality and has serious consequences for health in later life. It is caused by 
a number of factors including the heal th of the mother. Heathfieldôs percentage of 

births wi th low birth weight is above the Croydon average:  
 

Figure 1 2  -  Low Birth Weight  (London Health Observatory 2002 - 08)  
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Our Place  
The data within this section presents an accessible analysis  of the Index of Multiple 

Deprivation  (IMD) and the Experian Mosai c Social Index.  The IMD is a combination of 
economic, social and housing indicators into a single deprivation score for a small 

area known as a Lower Super Output Area (LSOA). The Experian Mosaic Social Index 
is a social classification allowing public sect or agencies to better understand the 
different types of people living in an area.  

 
Please note that the numbered LSOAs shown in the map illustrates the overall IMD. 

The seven separate domains of the IMD along with the two supplementary domains 
on income de privation affecting children and older people are presented for each 
LSOA in Table 2.  

 
Map 1 ï LSOAs in Heathfield  (Index of Multiple Deprivation 2008, 

Department of Communities and Local Government  and Experian Mosaic 
2008)  
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LSOA level of deprivation 

Table 2 shows how the ten  Lower Super Output Area s (LSOA)  in Heathfield, shown 

on Map 1,  are performing against the domains  that form the overall IMD  (2007 ) . 
Only LSOA  óE01001066 ô falls in the most deprived 20% nationally  and experiences 
income and emplo yment - related deprivation . However, like other suburban 

neighbourhoods on the edge of London, a number of LSOAs fall into the 20% most 
deprived for óBarriers to Housing and Other Servicesô deprivation. This means that 

households in these areas will find it  difficult to access home ownership, essential 
local services and shops and/or may also find that housing waiting lists are higher 
than the national average.  

 
 

Lowest 5%  6% ï 10%  11% -  20%  21% +  

    

 
Table 2  ï I ndex IMD for Heathfield ôs LSOAs 

(Department  of Communities and Local Government 2008)  
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E01001058  

          

E01001059  

          

E01001060  

          

E01001061  

          

E01001062  

          

E01001063  

          

E01001064  

          

E01001065  

          

E01001066  

          

 

IDAC -  Income Deprivation Affecting Children  

IDAOP -  Income Deprivation Affecting Older People  
 

For a full description of each doma in please see Table 1 on p.3 6 in the óAbout the 
Data Sourcesô section of the óStatistics Glossary.ô  
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LSOA Mosaic Social Classification 

According to Mosaic, Heathfield contains a mix of nearly all of the major social 

groups.  59% of households  fall within t he óSecure Suburbia ô or óSymbol of Success ô 
groups, which suggest a significant level of affluence. However, households in the 
south -west of the ward tend to be less affluent; the majority of households in these 

areas fall under the óBlue Collar Enterpriseô classification. Households included within 
this classification  tend  to  comprise  of people who are practical in their orientation. 

Many of these people live in what were once council estates but where tenants have 
exercised their right to buy. They own th eir cars, provide a reliable source of labour 
to local employers and are streetwise consumers.  

 
Figure 1 3  ï Brea kdown of Households in Heathfield  by Major Mosaic 

Segments (Mosaic Experian 2008)  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

For a full description of each Mosaic gr oup please see Table 2 on p.3 7 of the 
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Crime rate 

The crime rate in Heathfield is marginally lower than Croydonôs at 93 Total Notifiable 

Offences per 1000 population. Whilst violence against the person is half the Croydon 
rate at 11%,  the level of fraud and forgery is very high at 25%, compared to 5% 
across Croydon.  The charts below illustrate the major five  types of criminal offences 

in Croydon and the ward. The óOtherô category, shown in the chart, represents all 
other types of offen ces outside of the top five  types of offences added together 

(please see Table 15 in the óStatistical Appendixô for a detailed breakdown of crime 
by each type of offence).  
 

 
Figure 14  ï Top 5 Crime Types in Croydon (Metropolitan Police 20 08 /09 )  

           
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Figure 15  ï Top 5 Crime Types in Heathfield (Metropolitan Police 20 08 /09 )  
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Community Assets 

There is a wide diversity of assets in and around Heathfield including schools, youth 

clubs, open spaces and community facilities as shown be low on the map:  
 
Map 2 ï Council Assets (LB Croydon 2008)  

 
 
Please note that details of the numbered assets a re explained overleaf in Table 3 . 
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Table 3  ï Council Asset Base Details (LB Croydon 2008)  

No.  Asset  Name  

261  Play Field  Coombe Farm, John Ru skin Playing Field  

263  Golf Course  Shirley Park Golf Club  

264  Park Land  Addington Hills  

265  Other  Shirley Windmill & Visitors Centre  

266  Park Land  St. Johns C of E Primary School  

268  Recreation  Spring Park Road -Shirley Tennis Club  

269  Park Land  Shirl ey Church Rec.  

270  Park Land  Pinewoods  

271  Clubhouses  Pinewoods Scout Camp  

300  Park Land  Heathfield Open Space  

301  Golf Course  Addington Palace Golf Club  

302  Other  Addington Palace  

303  Park Land  Addington Park  

304  Residential  South Lodge Kent Gatewa y 

305  Park Land  Shirley Heath  

306  Park Land  Three  half  penny Wood, Bridle Way  

307  Park Land  Addington Village Road Soakage Field  

325  Other  Heathfield Estate  

326  Primary  School  Gilbert Scott J unior and Infant  School  

327  Special  School  John Ruskin Coll ege (part)  

328  Primary  School  Forestdale I nfant and Junior  School  

329  Park Land  Falconwood Meadow  

330  Grazing  Kent Gateway (the Paddock Site 1)  

331  Grazing  Kent Gateway  (7 Acre Field)  

332  Agriculture  Kent Gateway (the Paddock Site 2)  

333  Agriculture  Kent Gateway (51 Acre Site)  

364  Comm unity  Centre  Edgecoombe Community Centre  

368  Recreation  Monks Hill Sports Centre, Selsdon High School  

368  Second  School  Selsdon High School  

369  Clubhouses  Broadcoombe, TAVR Hut  

370  Residential  Heather Way  (no.11)  

3 71  Park Land  Ladygrove Play Area  

372  Park Land  Courtwood Playground  

373  Primary  School  Courtwood I nfant  And Junior  School  

374  Golf Course  Addington Court Golf Club  

375  Recreation  Featherbed Lane (Bears Wood Scout Camp)  

432  Nat ure  Reserve  Featherbed La ne (Hutchinsons Bank)  

433  Park Land  Featherbed Lane  (Three Corner Grove)  
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Our P rosperity  
Economy 

The level of unemployment in Heathfield is significantly lower than the Croydon 

average at 3.5%.  There are a total of 810 benefits claim ants in Heathfield, which at 
10.2 % is slightly l ower th an Croydonôs rate of 13.7%.   

 
Figure 16  ï Benefit Claimants as a % of Working Age Population  

(Department for Work and Pensions, 2008)  
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The ratio of peopleôs type of professions is very similar to the Croydon rates.  Overall, 

managerial and professional occupations make up the largest group in both the ward 
and the borough. However, like residents across the borough, Heathfieldôs working 

age population is employed in larger proportions in administrative, secre tarial and  
skilled trades at 29% compared to the London average of 20%.  
 

Figure 1 7  ï Heathfield and Croydon Occupational Structure   
( Office f or  National Statistics, 2001 Census )  

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 




