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Introduction  
Croydon is a dynamic and complex place facing a variety of opportunities and 

challenges. Meeting the needs of the boroughôs changing population in the future will 
be important for local services which work h ard to ensure their activities and plans 

reflect the needs of different communities and places in the borough.  
 
Knowing and understanding the needs of local people is integral to delivering 

Croydonôs overall priorities set out in our Local Area Agreement, and addressing the 
aspirations of all communities that live and work in the borough. It is at the heart of 

local service delivery for the public, voluntary and business sectors. A shared 
understanding of our communities is a core element of strong partner ship working.  
 

Croydonôs local strategic partnership (a range of agencies that work together to 
improve outcomes for local people) has made significant progress towards improving 

its knowledge and understanding of local  people and their  needs. In 2008/09 
Croydonôs Observatory was launched as a partnership resource that would support 
evidence based policy making. Two major assessments of needs were undertaken  in 

partnership : the Council and Croydon NHS conducted a Joint S trategic Needs 
Assessment  (JSNA) ; an d a crime assessment was carried out with the police.  

 
However the partnership is not complacent and recognises that more needs to be 
done to understand the nature and extent of inequality and disadvantage within our 

local communities so that we can bette r target services collectively to reduce any 
gaps.  

 
Croydonôs first community profiles, which include a borough profile and one for each 
ward , are designed to provide a range of data and information about the physical, 

social and economic make -up of the co mmunities and where possible raw population 
numbers, broken down by age, gender , ethnicity, religion and belief; health 

indicators ; deprivation statistics; crime statistics; economic activity, employment; 
data on schools  and educational attainment ; housing  and  households .  
 

The c ommunity profiles are designed to provide local service providers, community 
leaders, ward councillors and other practitioners with relevant and up to date 

information about the community and places they serve. Each profi le has the same 
format: people, place  and prosperity and contains an introduction to some of the key 

characteristics of the borough or ward. They include a statistical appendix with tables 
and links to a range of information available on the internet. Croydonôs Observatory 
will contain a variety of other data and information that compliments the information  

found in these documents e.g. the I ndex of Multiple Deprivation 200 7.  
 

Community profiles will address local government priorities set out in the Local Area 
Agree ment and wider government priorities along with contributing to the 
Comprehensive Area Assessment.  

 
The profiles are living documents which will be updated on the release of new major 

data and information  and based on feed back from those that use them . Please 
therefore do feedback with any comments or suggestions about how Croydonôs 
profiles can be improved.  
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Each profile has four sections:  

 
 A summary of key findings;   

 A focus on people outlining the key demographic and social characteristics of 
the boroug h;  

 A focus on place providing information about the level of deprivation, crime 

and community assets;  and  
 A focus on prosperity providing a range of socio -economic trends including 

level of skills and educational attainment.  
 
The profiles also contain a óStatistical Appendixô which contains a detailed breakdown 

of all the data used within the profiles, and a óStatistical Glossaryô that contains 
definitions of all the terms and definitions used within the profile and a list of the key 

data sources.  
    
The p rofiles are living documents which will be updated on the release of new major 

data and information.  
 

Please let Amanda Guest -Collins ( amanda.guest -collins@croydon.gov.uk ) have any 

comments or sug gestions about how Croydonôs profiles can be improved. 
 

Ward Map of Croydon  
As shown on the map  overleaf , Fieldway is located in the south -east of the borough. 
With the ward of New Addington it forms a distinct area within Croydon comprising 

two major hous ing estates . 

mailto:amanda.guest-collins@croydon.gov.uk
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Key F indings  
 

According to population projections, there are 10,981 people in Fieldway , which is 
the second  smallest ward population in Croydon. There is a significantly larger 

proportion of children and young people than the Croydon aver age ;  34% of the ward 
population compared to 26% in Croydon.  
 

Fieldway has a lower level of ethnic diversity in comparison with the borough 
average . 75% of the population is White British, more than the Croydon average of 

63% . The level of people from a Black African  background is slightly higher than the 
Croydon average. In recent years, the Black African school -aged population has been 
increasing in number, which would indicate how the wardôs ethnicity may change in 

the future.  
 

It is projected that the p opulation of Fieldway will change in the long term. There will 
be a decrease in the proportion of children and young people, whilst there will be a 
substantial increase in the proportion of working age people.  

 
50% of households in Fieldway are classed by Mosaic as óBlue Collar Enterprise.ô 

Such households  tend to  comprise people who are  practical , enterprising  and may 
own their former council house or flat. óSocial Dependentsô make up the other major 
group in the ward: comprising 46% of all households. Peo ple living in such 

households tend to  be in receipt of óout of work benefitsô or are in low - income jobs. 
These households tend to also be living in socially - rented housing.  

 
There are significant a reas of deprivation in Fieldway. According to the Index of 
Multiple Deprivation,  six of the  seven areas in the ward fall  into the 20% most 

deprived areas in England  and with one area in the 10% most deprived. Every area 
in the ward falls into at least the 20% most deprived for óIncomeô deprivation and 

óEducation, Skills and Trainingô deprivation. Moreover, every area in the ward falls 
into the 20% most deprived for óIncome Deprivation Affecting Childrenô with all but 
one area falling into the 10% most deprived for this form of deprivation.    

 
Health indicators sugg est that residents in Fieldway are in worse health than 

residents generally across Croydon: the Standardised Mortality Ratios for 
ócardiovascular diseaseô, for ócancerô and for óall causesô are all at least 20% higher 

than the borough average. This is refl ected in an average life expectancy for 
residents in the ward, which is below the borough average.  
 

On other health indicators, such as childhood obesity, low birth weight and teenage 
pregnancy, a higher than average rate of teenage conceptions appears th e most 

significant issue for the ward. There are 76 conceptions per 1,000 girls aged 15 -17 
compared to 56 in Croydon and 41 in England.  
 

Crime is similar in Fieldway to the Croydon average: there are approximately 90 
Total Notifiable Offences per 1,000 pop ulation, compared to the Croydon average of 

95. There is more criminal damage and violence against a person offences , as a 
proportion of total offences in Fieldway compared to the Croydon average.  
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Economic activity amongst residents in Fieldway is signi ficantly lower than the 

Croydon average. 26% of the working age population claim out of work benefits 
compared to 14% in Croydon; Fieldway has the highest percentage of benefits 

claimants out of all wards in Croydon. Moreover, t he level of unemployment, at  10%, 
is well above the Croydon average. Of those who are in employment , a much lower 
proportion work within managerial and professional occupations compared to 

Croydon.  
 

However, given that two thirds of the population have low or no skills or 
qualificati ons, it is unexpected that the ward experiences such a higher than average 
level of worklessness.   

 
The housing tenure pattern is also another distinctive feature of Fieldway. 57% of 

households socially rent compared to 17% in Croydon. This helps to partly  explain 
the level of deprivation found across areas in the ward.  
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Our People  
Population 

According to the latest Greater London Authority (GLA) population projections, there 

are  10,981  people living in Fieldway . It has  the second  smallest ward  population  in 
Croydon:   

 
Figure 1  ï W ard populations ( GLA 2008 Round Projections PLP Low )  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Proportionately, there are significantly more children and young people  in Fieldway 
compa red to the Croydon as a whole . Consequently there are  less people o f working 
age in the ward . 

 
Figure 2  ï Population by Age (GLA 2008 Round Projections PLP Low)  
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Population projections estimate that there will be a  7% increase  between 2001 and  

2026 . This will be found mainly in working age people , with t he number of children 
and y oung p eople actually falling by 5 %.  

 
Figure 3  ï Demographic change (GLA 2008 Round Projections PLP Low)  
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Table 1 also shows there to be relatively low population movement into Fieldway 
from people from outside the borough. Thi s could be due to the much higher 

proportion of people living in socially rented accommodation who tend to be less 
transient than other groups:  

 
Table 1  ï In - m igration Census 2000 - 01 Snapshot: Fieldway  and Croydon 
( Office for  National Statistics, Census 20 01)  

 Fieldway  
(%)  

Croydon  
(%)  

Population  migrating from 
outside the ward  

4.55  4.22  

Population  migrating from 
outside Croydon but within 

the UK  

2.12  4.23  

Population  migrating from 

outside the UK  

0.2  0.92  
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Ethnicity  

Fieldway is not a diverse ward. 75% of the population is White British,  more than the 

Croydon average  of 63%.  
 
Figure 4  ï Ethnic Profile  of Fieldway   

(Office for National Statistics, Census 2001)  

 
 
Black groups make up nearly half of the Minority Ethnic population. In particular , 

Black Afri can communities comprise a large proportion. Figure  5 show s the major 
et hnic groups. (Please see Table 8  in the óStatistical Appendixô for a detailed 

breakdown of ethnicity in the ward ) . 
 
Figure  5  ï Fieldway  Minority  Ethnic  Population  Profile   

(Office for National Statistics, Census 2001)  
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Figure  6 shows a  trend for a significant decrease in the number  of  White British 

school -aged children  and a significant increase in the Black African school -aged 
population along with similar increases in smaller num bers across o ther ethnic 

groups (please see Table 9 in the óStatistical Appendix ô for a detailed breakdown).  
 
Figure 6  ï Fieldway 5 - 16yr old population change by ethnic origin  

(LB Croydon, Pupil Level Annual School Census 2003 - 08)  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Religion and Belief 

The proportion of  Christians  in Fieldway  is i n line with the Croydon average . There 
are however less members of other religions , explained by a high number of people 

without a religion (21%).  
 

Figure 7 ï Religion s and Belief s in Fieldway  
(Office for National Statistics, Census 2001)  
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Health 

The S tandardised Mortality R atio (SMR)  for  ócardiovascular disease ô is significantly 

higher in Fieldway , when compared with Croydon as a whole . The  SMR for ócancer ô is 
40% higher than the national average and more  than 40% higher than the borough 
average . The health data shown in Figure 8 is expressed as a Standard Mortality 

Ratio , which allows comparisons between areas. The England ratio is expressed as 
100, and the other area SMRs are expressed relative to this.  

 
Figure 8  ï Standardised Mortality Ratio s in Fieldway   
(London Health Observatory 2002 - 08)  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Life expectancy for both males and females is lower than the Croydon levels, at 74.6  
years  and 78.3  years  respectively.  Figure 9 shows this info rmation:  
 

Figure 9  ï Life Expectancy in Fieldway  
(London Health Observatory 2002 - 08)  
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A key determinant of health in later life is childhood  obesity.  The National Child 
Measurement Programme  provides accurate data based on a robust survey o f 

childhood obesity levels at reception c lass age (4 -5 year olds) and at Year 6 age 
(10 -11 year olds).  

 
In Fieldway, 25.4% of reception class pupils are classed as either obese or 
overweight, which is just above the borough average of 23.7%. Of these, 13 .4% fall 

into the obese category, which is also above the Croydon average of 10.9%. A 
further 12.0% are classed as overweight compared to 12.8% across Croydon. The 

chart below shows  the percentage of children in reception class in primary schools 
for each ward who are either obese or overweight averaged out between the 
2006/07 and 2007/08 academic years. (Please note that these figures relate to the 

residence of the pupils and not where they go to school).  
 

Figure 10  ï Childhood Obesity in Fieldway  
(Croydon  NHS 2006 - 08)  
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I n Fieldway, the teenage con ception rate stands at 76  conceptions per 1,000 females 
aged 15 -17  (2004 -06). This is well above the Croydon average of 56 conceptions 

during the same period . Fieldway  tends to have equal proportions of terminati ons 
(legal abortions) and live births  (Please note that NHS TOPs in the table below refers 

to NHS - funded Terminations of Pregnancy).  
 
Figure 1 1  -  Teenage Conceptions by Ward 2004 - 06  

(Croydon Joint Strategic Needs Assessment 2009)  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Low bi rth weight is an enduring aspect of childhood morbidity, a major factor in 
infant mortality and has serious consequences for health in later life. It is caused by 

a number of factors including the he alth of the mother. Fieldwayôs percentage of 
births with low birth weight , at 7.7%,  is very close to the Croydon  average of 8.1%  

and the London  average  of 8.0% :  
 
Figure 1 2  -  Low Birth Weight  (London Health Observatory 2002 - 08)  
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Our Place  
The data within this section presents an accessible analysis  of the Index  of Multiple 

Deprivation  (IMD) and the Experian Mosaic Social Index.  The IMD is a combination of 
economic, social and housing indicators into a single deprivation score for a small 

area known as a Lower Super Output Area (LSOA). The Experian Mosaic Social Index 
is a social classification allowing public sector agencies to better understand the 
different types of people living in an area.  

 
Please note that the numbered LSOAs shown in the map illustrates the overall IMD. 

The seven separate domains of the IMD along with the two supplementary domains 
on income deprivation affecting children and older people are pr esented for each 
LSOA in Table 2 .  

 
Map 1 ï LSOAs in Fieldway  (Index of Multiple Deprivation 2008, Department 

of Communities and Local Government  and E xperian Mosaic 2008)  
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LSOA level of deprivation 

Table 2 shows how the seven L ower Super Output Areas (LSOA)  in Fieldway , shown 

on Map 1,  are performing against the domai ns that form the overall IMD . Six of the 
seven LSOAs fall in the 20% most deprived areas in England.  LSOAs such as  
óE01001057 ô and óE01001056 ô experience deprivation on almost all parts of the 

Index.  Most  areas experience high level s of óIncomeô deprivation  and óEducation, 
Skills and Trainingô deprivation. Every LSOA  falls into the 20% m ost deprived across 

England for óIncome Deprivation Affecting Childrenô, which is a concern, given the 
high proportion of children and young people in the ward.  
 

The ranking for each domain is shown using the following key:  

Lowest 5%  6% ï 10%  11% -  20%  21%  +  

    

 
 
Table 2 ï IMD for Fieldwayôs LSOA 

(Department of Communities and Local Government 2008)  
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For a full descriptio n of each domain please see Table 1 on p.3 6 in the óAbout the 

Data Sourcesô section of the óStatistics Glossary.ô  
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LSOA Mosaic Social Classification 

50% of households in Fieldway are classed by Mosaic as óBlue Collar Enterprise.ô 

Such households tend to c omprise people who are practical and enterprising and 
may own their former council house or flat. óSocial Dependentsô make up the other 
major group in the ward: 46% of all households. People living in such households 

tend to comprise people in receipt of óout of work benefitsô or in low-income jobs. 
These households tend to also be living in socially - rented housing.  

 
Figure 1 3  ï Breakdown of Households in Fieldway by Major M osaic 
Segments (Mosaic Experian 2008)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For a full description of each Mosa ic group please see Table 2 on p.3 7 of the 
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Crime rate 

There are 90 Total Notifiable Offences  per 1000 population , which is close to the 

Croydon rate of 95 offences . However, the breakdown of crime within the ward 
shows significantly  more criminal damage compared with the borough  level  (37.5% 
compared to 15.6%). Violence is also slightly higher at 24%. Rates of other crimes 

are therefore almost universally significantly low er compared to Croydonôs rates. The 
charts below illustrate th e major five types of criminal offences in Croydon and the 

ward. The óOtherô category, shown in the charts, represents all other types of 
offences outside of the top five  types of offences added together (please see Table 
15  in the óStatistical Appendixô for a detailed breakdown of crime by each type of 

offence).  
 

Figure 14  ï Top 5 Crime Types in Croydon (Metropolitan Police 20 08 /09 )  
 
 

           
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Figure 15  ï Top 5 Crime Types in Fieldway (Metropolitan Police 20 08 /09 )  
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Community Assets 

There is a wide diversity of assets in and around Fieldway including schools, open 

spaces and community facilities as shown below on the map:  
 
Map 2 ï Council Assets (LB Croydon 2008)  

 
 
Table 3 ï Council Asset Base Details (LB Croydon 2008) 

No.  Asset  Name  

334  Park Land  Rowdown Fields  

335  Clubhouses  Fieldway, Timebridge Centre  

336  Comm unity  Centre  Fieldway Family Centre  

337  Primary  School  Applegarth J unior and infant  School  

338  Adult  school  Wayside CALAT Centre, Fieldway  

339  Comm unity  Centre  Fieldway Co mmunity Centre  

340  Primary  School  Castle Hill I nfant and Junior  School  

341  Park Land  Birchwood/Castle Hill Ruffs  

342  Offices  Fieldway (Beech House Car Park/job centre)  

343  Clubhouses  Dunley Drive  (Scout H.Q R/o No. 235)  

344  Play Field  Playing Field -  Good Shepherd R.C.  School  

345  Clubhouses  Alwyn Close (British Legion)  

346  Child Home  Mickleham Way  (no.58)  

347  Clubhouses  Goldcrest Way , Youth & Community Centre  

348  Primary  School  Wolsey J unior and Infant  School  
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Our Prosperity  

 

Economy 

The level of unemployment in Fieldway , at 10.3%,  is higher than the Croydon 

average at 5.5 %.  There are a total of 1,630  benefits claimants in Fieldway. At 26% 
of the working age population this is significantly higher tha n the Croydon average of 

13.7 %.  
 
Figure 1 6  ï Ben efit Claimants as a % of Working Age Population  

(Department for Work and Pensions, 2008)  
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There are significantly less managers and professionals living in Fieldway than the 
Croydon averages, and consequently more people working in customer services and  

in manual jobs. This is shown in Figure 17 . 
 

Figure 1 7  ï Fieldway and Croydon  Occupational Structure   
(Office for National Statistics, 2001 Census)  
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Skills and education 

There are  significantly more people with lower skills levels and less p eople with 

higher skills levels in Fieldway compared to the Croydo n averages, as shown in 
Figure 18 . 
 

Figure 1 8  ï Skills Levels  
(Office for National Statistics, 2001 Census)  
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There is no GCSE information for Fieldway, but attainment at Key Stage 2 (KS2) is 
slightly lower then the Croydon average, with  74% achieving Level 4 for English, and 

69% achieving Level 4 for Maths.  
 

Figure 1 9  ï Educational attainment   
(Department for Children, Schools and Families 2008)  
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(Please note educational attainment relates  to the residence of pupils and the 
location of their school e.g. a pupil living in Fairfield Ward and going to school in 

Addiscombe would be included under Fairfield ) .  
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Housing tenure 

The level of home ownership is very low at 38% in Fieldway , compared wi th 69% in 

Croydon . The level of socially rented hous ing is significantly higher at 5 7% than the 
Croydon average  of  17%.  Figure 20  shows this information.  
 

Figure 20  -  Housing Tenure (Office for National Statistics, Census 2001)  
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Statistical Appendix  
 

This is for users who need to access the actual figures for funding bids or further 
calculations.  
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Our People 

Table 1  -  Population  ( Greater London Authority, 2008 1)  

 Fieldway  Croydon  London  

Population  10 ,891  335,094  7,625,646  

 
Table 2  -  Gender  ( Greater L ondon Authority, 2008 2)  

 Fieldway 
(%)  

Croydon 
(%)  

London 
(%)  

Male  46.32  48.13  48.37  

Female  53.68  51.87  51.63  

 
Table 3  ï In - m igration  ( Greater London Authority, 2008 3)  

 Fieldway  Croydon  

In -migration from outside Ward, 
but within Borough  

508  13951  

% of area population  4.55%  4.22%  

In -migration from outside borough, 
but within UK  

237  13999  

% of area population  2.12%  4.23%  

In -migration from outside UK  22  3025  

% of area population  0.2%  0.92%  

 
Table 4  -  National Insurance Number Registrations of Overseas  Nationals  

( Department for Work and Pensions, 2009 4)  

Major regional  groups  Fieldway  Croydon  

Highly skilled  0 300  

SE Asia  0 1500  

Other  5 620  

Europe  35  1435  

Africa (ex. SA)  25  995  

A8 5 1545  

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

                                       
1 http://www.croydonobservatory.org/Borough/   
2 http://www.croydonobserv atory.org/Borough/   
3 http://www.croydonobservatory.org/Borough/   
4 http://www.croydonobservatory.org/Borough/   

http://www.croydonobservatory.org/Borough/
http://www.croydonobservatory.org/Borough/
http://www.croydonobservatory.org/Borough/
http://www.croydonobservatory.org/Borough/
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Table 5  -  Age Structure  (Greater London Authorit y 2008 5 6)  

Age groups  
Fieldway 

(%)  
Croydon  

(%)  
London 

(%)  

Children & Young 
People  

39.70%  25.86  24.13  

aged 0 -4 9.04%  6.52  6.85  

aged 5 -9 10.61%  6.31  5.97  

aged 10 -14  10.74%  6.51  5.68  

aged 15 -19  9.31%  6.52  5.63  

    

Working Age People  46.50%  56.76  60.42  

aged 20 -24  6.27%  5.36  6.14  

aged 25 -29  6.24%  7.47  10.16  

aged 30 -34  6.69%  8.24  10.37  

aged 35 -39  7.34%  8.43  9.11  

aged 40 -44  6.54%  8.41  7.95  

aged 45 -49  5.54%  7.21  6.45  

aged 50 -54  4.25%  5.98  5.28  

aged 55 -59  3.63%  5.67  4.97  

    

Older People  13.80%  17.3 7  15.44  

aged 60 -64  3.74%  4.56  3.83  

aged 65 -69  3.27%  3.56  3.21  

aged 70 -74  2.67%  3.12  2.77  

aged 75 -79  2.17%  2.53  2.34  

aged 80 -84  1.24%  1.94  1.76  

aged 85 -89  0.54%  1.08  0.97  

aged 90+  0.16%  0.59  0.56  

 
Table 6  -  Projections by Age 2001 - 2026  (Greater Lond on Authority 2008 7)  

 
Children and 
young people  

Working age  Older people  

  Num  %  Num  %  Num  %  

Croydon  -7,971  -2.36  -8,960  -2.63  16,693  4.99  

Fieldway  -424  -11.25  1,139  18.32  130  9.85  

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

                                       
5 http://www.croydonobservatory.org/Borough/   
6 http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/dissemination/   
7 http://www.croydonobservatory.org/Borough/   

http://www.croydonobservatory.org/Borough/
http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/dissemination/
http://www.croydonobservatory.org/Borough/



