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Introduction  
Croydon is a dynamic and complex place facing a variety of opportunities and 

challenges. Meeting the needs of the boroughôs changing population in the future will 
be important for local services which work hard to ensure their activities and plans 

reflect the needs of different communities and places in the borough.  
 
Knowing and understanding the needs of local people is integral to delivering 

Croydonôs overall priorities set out in our Local Area Agreement, and addressing the 
aspirations of all communities that live and work in the borough. It is at the heart of 

local service delivery for the public, voluntary and business sectors. A shared 
understanding of our communities is a cor e element of strong partnership working.  
 

Croydonôs local strategic partnership (a range of agencies that work together to 
improve outcomes for local people) has made significant progress towards improving 

its knowledge and understanding of local  people a nd their  needs. In 2008/09 
Croydonôs Observatory was launched as a partnership resource that would support 
evidence based policy making. Two major assessments of needs were undertaken  in 

partnership : the Council and Croydon NHS conducted a Joint S trategic Needs 
Assessment  (JSNA) ; and a crime assessment was carried out with the police.  

 
However the partnership is not complacent and recognises that more needs to be 
done to understand the nature and extent of inequality and disadvantage within our 

local commu nities so that we can better target services collectively to reduce any 
gaps.  

 
Croydonôs first community profiles, which include a borough profile and one for each 
ward , are designed to provide a range of data and information about the physical, 

social and  economic make -up of the communities and where possible raw population 
numbers, broken down by age, gender , ethnicity, religion and belief; health 

indicators ; deprivation statistics; crime statistics; economic activity, employment; 
data on schools  and educ ational attainment ; housing  and  households .  
 

The c ommunity profiles are designed to provide local service providers, community 
leaders, ward councillors and other practitioners with relevant and up to date 

information about the community and places they s erve. Each profi le has the same 
format: people, place  and prosperity and contains an introduction to some of the key 

characteristics of the borough or ward. They include a statistical appendix with tables 
and links to a range of information available on th e internet. Croydonôs Observatory 
will contain a variety of other data and information that compliments the information  

found in these documents e.g. the I ndex of Multiple Deprivation 200 7.  
 

Community profiles will address local government priorities set out in the Local Area 
Agreement and wider government priorities along with contributing to the 
Comprehensive Area Assessment.  

 
The profiles are living documents which will be updated on the release of new major 

data and information  and based on feed back f rom those that use them . Please 
therefore do feedback with any comments or suggestions about how Croydonôs 
profiles can be improved.  
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Each profile has four sections:  

 
 A summary of key findings;   

 A focus on people outlining the key demographic and social ch aracteristics of 
the borough;  

 A focus on place providing information about the level of deprivation, crime 

and community assets;  and  
 A focus on prosperity providing a range of socio -economic trends including 

level of skills and educational attainment.  
 
The profiles also contain a óStatistical Appendixô which contains a detailed breakdown 

of all the data used within the profiles, and a óStatistical Glossaryô that contains 
definitions of all the terms and definitions used within the profile and a list of the  key 

data sources.  
    
The profiles are living documents which will be updated on the release of new major 

data and information.  
 

Please let Amanda Guest -Collins ( amanda.guest -collins@croydon.gov.u k) have any 

comments or suggestions about how Croydonôs profiles can be improved. 
 

 

mailto:amanda.guest-collins@croydon.gov.uk
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Key Findings  
 

According to population projections, there are 335,094 people in Croydon; the 
largest borough population in London. There are over 80,000 children and young  

people aged 0 -19 years living in Croydon, which is the largest population of children 
and young people in London. However, over the next twenty years, Croydonôs 
population will contain a greater proportion of people aged above 60 years of age.  

 
There are higher proportions of Black and Minority Ethnic (BME) communities in the 

north of the borough compared to the south. Wards such as West Thornton and 
Broad Green contain some of the highest levels of ethnic diversity in London and 
England. Whilst the centre  and south tend to be less diverse, changes in the ethnicity 

of the school -aged population indicates that the ethnic make up of all 
neighbourhoods will continue to change over the next twenty years.  

 
Croydon is home to a variety of faiths, but has a large r than average proportion of 
people from a Muslim and  Hindu faith compared to England. Wards in the north have 

a greater diversity of faiths with a larger proportion of Muslims and Hindus compared 
to the borough average.  

 
There is a significant mixture of affluence and deprivation across Croydonôs 
neighbourhoods. According to the Mosaic Social Classification, óCommunity 

Perspectivesô (30%) and óSecure Suburbiaô (22%) make up the majority of 
households in Croydon. However, there is wide diversity within the borough with 

strong concentrations of different social groups in particular neighbourhoods. For 
example, óUrban Intelligenceô tend to live close to town centres and/or transport 
interchanges.  

 
According to the Index of Multiple Deprivation (IMD), 33 Lower Super Output Areas 

(LSOAs) out of the 220 Croydon LSOAs fall within the 20% most deprived areas in 
England. These areas are concentrated in Croydonôs major social housing estates and 
in the north of the borough.  

 
Health indicators demonstrate that resident s in Croydon are, on average, in better 

health than residents across England. óHealth and Disabilityô deprivation is 
concentrated in the more deprived areas of the borough. These tend to contain large 

social housing estates and are ethnically diverse, with  larger than average 
proportions of Black and Asian groups.  
 

Childhood obesity rates are approximately equal to London and national averages. 
However, some wards in the north and centre, such as Ashburton, experience 

significantly higher rates. Moreover, particular ethnic groups tend to experience a 
higher rate of obesity, such as Black British children, compared to other ethnic 
groups. The reasons behind childhood obesity are complex and various including the 

quality of the local environment, lifestyle an d nutrition.  
 

Teenage pregnancy is a significant issue facing Croydon. There are 56 conceptions 
for every 1,000 females aged 15 -17, which is higher than the London average of 45 
and the national average of 41. The higher than average teenage conception ra te 
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poses significant challenges in a number of areas, such as the welfare of children and 
the economic activity rates amongst young women.  

 
Crime is lower in Croydon than it is across the whole of London. There are 95 Total 

Notifiable Offences per 1,000 p opulation, which is below the London average of 120 
offences. Geographically, Croydonôs criminal activity is more concentrated in the 
wards encompassing the town centre and district centres, such as Fairfield ward, 

which contains most of Croydon Town Centr e. Whilst having broadly similar 
proportions of crime to London, Croydon has a greater proportion of criminal damage 

and drug - related crime than London as a whole.  
 
óIncomeô deprivation tends to be focused around the same areas of the borough that 

are depr ived. According to the IMD, 48 LSOAs out of the 220 LSOAs in Croydon are 
in the 20% most income deprived areas in England. These areas are predominantly 

concentrated in the north, west and south -east of Croydon. Sixty LSOAs out of the 
220 LSOAs in Croydon fall into the 20% most deprived areas in England for income 
deprivation affecting children.  

 
Residents of working age in Croydon tend to be employed in different proportions in 

the major occupational groups, compared with London. There are proportionally 
fewer Croydon residents employed in managerial and professional positions than 

residents across London; whilst there are proportionally more Croydon residents 
employed in customer service and sales occupations.  
 

Educational attainment and skills levels amon gst Croydon residents are broadly in 
line with London and national patterns. However, there is considerable variation in 

educational attainment between wards in the borough, which is reflected in the IMDôs 
óEducation and Skillsô deprivation domain. This suggests that poor educational 
attainment and a lack of skills are focused in those areas of the borough with large 

social housing estates.  
 

However, óBarriers to Housing and Servicesô is the most widespread form of 
deprivation in Croydon, with over 80 Lowe r Super Output Areas out of 220 falling 
within the 20% most deprived areas in England. This form of deprivation also affects 

areas in the south of the borough, which do not normally fall into the 20% most 
deprived category for any other form of deprivation . This is a common pattern found 

amongst most edge of London locations.  
 
Housing tenure patterns are reflective of Outer London trends. Levels of owner -

occupation are far higher in Croydon than across London as a whole, especially in the 
south of the borou gh. For example, 93% of households in Selsdon and Ballards are 

owner -occupiers compared to 68% in Croydon and 57% in London.  
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Our People  
Population 

The population of Croydon is 335,094 , making it the most populous borough in 

London.  Below is a comparison  of Croydon with its statistically similar boroughs:  
 
Figure 1  ï Croydon and  Selected  London Borough Populations  

(GLA 2008 Round Projections PLP Low)  
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Movement into the borough is predominantly from inner London, whilst many 
residents migrate out to the  South East. Figure 2 shows some of the major migration 

flows, based on GP registrations into and out of Croydon from the boroughs in 
London and neighbouring authorities outside London:  

 
Figure 2  ï Population movement London and South - East  

(GP Registratio ns 2000 - 06, Greater London Authority 2009)  
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Looking at the level of population in each ward, there is variation in population 
numbers. Wards in the south -east have the lowest population level s, whilst wards in 

the north have the highest  levels.   
 

Figure 3  -  Ward populations  

(GLA 2008 Round Projections PLP Low)  
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Age 

Croydonôs population is younger than Londonôs and contains the biggest  borough  

population  of children and young people in London :   
 
Figure 4  ï Population by Age (GLA  2008 Round Projections PLP Low)  

  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Looking more specifically at Croydonôs age structure between males and females, a 
number of differences become apparent between age groups. In particular, there 

appear to be considerably more females aged over 60 years of age compared to 
males. This could be due to the longer average life expectancy experienced by 
females in Croydon and nationally . 

 
Figure 5  -  Population by Age and Gender  

(GLA 2008 Round Projections PLP Low )  
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There is a diversity of age profiles across Croydonôs wards. These characteristics are 
shown in the following graphs.  

 
Generally wards in the south and those wards around Croydon town centre have 

fewer children and young people, whereas wards in the north and south -east have 
much higher proportions  of children and young people as in  the wards of New 
Addington and Fieldway . These  two  wards contain the highe st  level s of deprivation in  

Croydon.  
 

Figure 6  -  Children and Young People  Population (%) by Ward   

(GLA 2008 Round Projecti ons PLP Low)  
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The working age population live in much higher proportions  in an d around Croydon 
town centre,  the accessible transport nodes  of Croydon,  and wards in the north of 

the borough . Wards with the lowest prop ortions of  working -age people  are Fieldway 
and New Addington, which also contain the highest levels of deprivation . 

 
Figure 7  -  Working Age Pe ople Population (%) by Ward  

(GLA 2008 Round Projections PLP Low)  
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The proportion of o lder people  is higher in the south of Croydon. People over 65 tend 
to live in much lower proportions in the more urban areas of the north of Croydon, 

such as  Broad Green and Woodside wards.   
 

Figure 8  -  Older People Population (%) by Ward  

( GLA 2008  Round Projections PLP Low)  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

By 2026 there will be a projected 5% increase in the proportion of older people 
across Croydon and around a 2.5% decrease in both working age people, and 
children and young people. However, the total population will remain fairly 

constant). This is shown in  Figure 9:  
 

Figure 9  ï Total Demographic change  by Age 2001 - 2026   

(GLA 2008  Round Projections PLP Low)  
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Ethnicity 

The proportion of residents in Croydon who are from Black and Mi nority Ethnic (BME) 

groups ( Black, Asian, Mixed, Chinese and Other ethnic groups)  is higher than the  
overall pattern for London . According to Greater London Authority  projections, in 
2009 , 40% of the population belong to BME groups,  compared to 35% in Lond on .   
 

Figure 10  ï Croydon, Ealing, Enfield and Redbridge  2009  BME Resident Profile    

(GLA 2008  Round Projections PLP Low)  
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As indicated in Figure 11 below, Croydonôs BME profile differs significantly from 
Londonôs; in particular, Croydon has greater proportions of Black Caribbean, Black 

Other and Indian people:  
 

Figure 1 1  ï Croydon and Londonôs 2009 BME Profile   

( GLA 200 8  Round Projections PLP Low )  
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Analysing comparative data on ethnicity across statistically similar boroughs in 
London, it is apparent that Croydonôs population has a more diverse mix of ethnic 

groups:  
 

Table 1  ï White & BME Profile of Croydon and Statistically Similar Boroughs  -  2009   

(GLA 200 8  Round Projections PLP Low)  

  

Croydon  

(%)  

Ealing  

(%)  

Enfield  

(%)  

Redbridge  

(%)  

London  

(%)  

White  60  54  70  52  66  

Black Caribbean  10  4 6 5 5 

Black African  7 4 6 5 6 

Black Other  4 2 3 2 3 

Indian  8 16  5 17  7 

Pakistani  3 4 1 9 2 

Bangladeshi  1 0 2 3 3 

Chinese  1 1 1 1 1 

Other Asian  4 6 3 5 3 

Other  3 9 3 2 4 

 
At a ward level , data f rom the 2001 Office of National Statistics Census is the most 

up - to -date source on ethnicity. As ward level data is used in the Census it is possible 
to calculate both the BME profile and Minority Ethnic Profile. Please note the 

following:  
  

 The BME class ification refers to local people belonging to  Black, Asian, Mixed,  

Chinese and Other ethnic groups.  
 

 The Minority Ethnic classification refers to local people belonging to Black, 
Asian, Mixed, Chinese and Other, White Irish and White Other  ethnic groups .  

 

There are  significant differences  in the ethnic profile of wards . Some wards have 
much  high er  BME and Minority E thnic  populations, which can be either a diversity of 

ethnic  groups or can be the concentration  of  one ethnic group.  
 

 West Thornton has the la rgest proportion of BME residents and also Asian 

residents in Croydon. It is closely followed by two wards in the north -west of 
Croydon: Bensham Manor, which has the largest Black population, and 

Thornton Heath.  
 
 The wards with the smallest proportions of BME residents are in the south of 

Croydon, such as Coulsdon East and Sanderstead, which are typical suburban 
neighbourhoods.  

 
 Purley is an example of change in the borough: a ward in the south, its 

population is made up of 19% BME residents, including 9% w ho are Asian.  

 
 Fairfield has a much larger Minority Ethnic community compared to its BME 

community, which is in contrast to most other wards where the size of the 
Minority Ethnic community closely mirrors that of the BME community.  
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Table  2 presents the BME, Minority Ethnic  and White British populations  for each 
ward . Please note the following:  

 
 The White British classification refers to local people belonging solely to the 

White British group and does not include White Irish or White Other (who are 
both i ncluded in the Minority Ethnic classification).  

 

Table 2  ï Croydonôs BME, Minority Ethnic and White  British  Profile s by Ward  

( Office f or  National Statistics , Census 2001 )  

  

BME Population 

(%)  

Minority Ethnic 

Population (%)  

White British 

(%)  

West Thornto n 64  69  31  

Bensham Manor  61  68  32  

Thornton Heath  50  56  44  

Norbury  48  57  43  

Broad Green  48  54  46  

Selhurst  47  54  46  

Upper Norwood  38  46  54  

Woodside  36  42  58  

South Norwood  35  44  56  

Croydon  30  36  64  

Fairfield  29  39  61  

Addiscombe  28  37  63  

Waddon  23  29  71  

Fieldway  19  25  75  

Purley  19  26  74  

Croham  18  24  76  

Ashburton  18  34  76  

Shirley  18  23  77  

Coulsdon West  15  21  79  

Heathfield  14  18  82  

Kenley  13  19  81  

Selsdon and 

Ballards  11  16  84  

New Addington  11  15  85  

Sanderstead  11  15  85  

Coulsdon East  9 13  87  
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Table 3 provides a breakdown by ethnic group for each ward. This information is 
based around the 2001 Census, which is the most up - to -date source of data 

available. Please note that the óWhiteô ethnic group has been broken down into White 
British, White Irish and White Other.  
 

Table 3  ï Croydonôs Detailed Ethnicity Profile by Ward  

( Office f or  National Statistics , Census 2001)  

 

White 
British  
(%)  

White 
Irish  
(%)  

Other 
White  
(%)  

Mixed  
(%)  

Asian  
(%)  

Black  
(%)  

Chinese  
(%)  

West Thornton  31.08  1.50  3.84  3.98  32.71  25.56  1.33  

Bensham 
Manor  32.16  2.11  4.37  5.07  25.63  29.39  1.27  

Norbury  42.73  2.81  6.10  4.45  23.01  19.18  1.73  

Thornton 

Heath  43.63  2.78  4.05  5.16  11.26  32.10  1.01  

Broad Green  45.62  2.12  4.11  4.22  23.33  19.10  1.50  

Selhurst  46.12  2.6 7 4.24  4.98  14.44  25.95  1.61  

Upper 

Norwood  53.54  2.85  5.95  4.28  13.75  17.92  1.71  

South Norwood  56.35  2.71  5.83  4.82  8.00  21.13  1.17  

Woodside  57.97  2.37  3.80  5.39  7.27  22.22  0.98  

Fairfield  60.51  2.38  7.78  3.68  13.61  9.00  3.04  

Addiscombe  63.31  3.02  5.79  4.16  9.84  11.75  2.14  

Croydon  63.70  2.16  4.31  3.72  11.31  13.33  1.48  

Waddon  70.63  1.99  4.42  3.52  8.17  9.71  1.55  

Purley  73.75  2.59  4.36  3.29  8.96  4.92  2.13  

Croham  74.04  2.35  5.25  3.09  7.29  5.80  2.17  

Fieldway  75.47  1.34  3.76  4.31  2.89  11.00  1.23  

Ashburt on 75.86  2.54  3.47  3.32  5.81  7.96  1.04  

Shirley  77.03  1.72  3.47  2.85  7.04  6.65  1.24  

Coulsdon West  79.30  1.94  3.60  2.57  7.62  3.49  1.48  

Kenley  81.32  1.94  4.05  2.88  5.40  3.11  1.31  

Heathfield  81.74  1.62  3.07  2.51  5.78  4.21  1.06  

Selsdon and 

Ballards  84.25  1.51  2.80  1.68  6.15  2.20  1.41  

New Addington  84.87  1.21  2.55  2.85  2.04  5.82  0.67  

Sanderstead  85.24  1.22  2.79  2.06  4.90  2.20  1.59  

Coulsdon East  87.23  1.71  2.46  2.45  2.55  2.74  0.85  
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The population trend of school -aged children indicates a decrea sing White British 
population and an increasing level of ethnic diversity in the borough. In particular, 

the Black African population of 5 -16 year olds has increased more than any other 
group in the past five years. Figures 12 and 13 demonstrate these patt erns:  
 

Figure 1 2  ï Croydon  5 - 16 yr old population change by key ethnic groups   

( LB Croydon, Pupil Level Annual School Census 2003 - 08)  

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Figure 1 3  ï Croydon 5 - 16 yr old population change by Non - White British Groups   

(LB Croydon, Pupil Lev el Annual School Census 2003 - 08)  
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Religion and Belief 

Croydon is home to a variety of religions and beliefs. There are higher proport ions of 

people fro m a  Muslim and  Hindu faith than there are across England. The chart 
below demonstrates some o f these trends:  
 
Figure 14 ï Religions and Beliefs  in Croydon  (Office for  National Statistics, Census 

2001)  
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Croydonôs faith communities are spread out across the borough. Wards in the south 
tend to have higher Christian populations whereas wards in the n orth have a greater 

diversity of faiths.   
 

 West Thornton has the largest proportion of Muslims and Hindus in Croydon, 
in line with  the large Asian population living in this ward.  

 After West Thornton, Broad Green and Bensham Manor in the north -west have 

the  largest proportions of Hindus.  
 After West Thornton, Norbury and Selhurst in the north -east have the largest 

proportions of Muslims . 
 Generally , the ethnically diverse areas of the north tend to also have a wide 

diversity of faiths, whereas areas in the so uth, such as Coulsdon East and 

Sanderstead, have a higher proportion of Christians . 
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The table below presents ward - level data on religions and beliefs in Croydon. Please 

note that the óOther Faithsô classification includes people of Jewish, Buddhist and 
other faiths whose numbers are statistically too small (below 1% for all ward) to be 

included within the table.  
 

Table 4  -  Religions and Beliefs  in Croydon b y Ward  

( Office for  National Statistics , Census 2001 )  

 

Christian 

(%)  

Hindu 

(%)  

Muslim 

( %)  

Other 
Faiths 

(%)  

No 
Religion 

(%)  

Religion Not 

Stated (%)  

Coulsdon East  76.06  1.14  1.08  0.77  13.64  7.31  

Sanderstead  75.91  2.78  1.60  1.09  12.45  6.17  

Selsdon and 
Ballards  74.61  3.17  2.39  1.12  12.93  5.78  

Heathfield  72.17  2.64  2.57  1.51  14.75  6.37  

Ashbu rton  71.44  2.40  2.98  1.00  14.49  7.70  

Coulsdon West  70.56  3.26  3.11  1.97  12.99  8.11  

Kenley  70.38  3.12  1.45  1.32  15.00  8.72  

Shirley  70.03  3.58  3.36  1.44  13.86  7.73  

Purley  68.22  3.95  3.82  2.15  13.53  8.34  

New Addington  67.22  0.71  1.76  0.77  21.05  8.48  

Wad don  66.91  3.46  4.11  1.69  16.09  7.75  

Thornton Heath  66.42  3.29  7.09  1.24  12.69  9.27  

Woodside  66.40  2.32  4.16  1.25  18.13  7.75  

Croham  65.49  3.72  2.94  1.95  18.49  7.40  

Croydon  65.07  5.08  5.34  1.73  14.71  8.08  

South Norwood  64.42  1.88  6.65  1.62  16.50  8.92  

Selhurst  61.98  5.33  7.72  1.31  15.50  8.16  

Addiscombe  61.86  4.14  4.80  1.77  18.20  9.23  

Upper Norwood  61.61  6.24  7.15  2.54  14.98  7.47  

Fieldway  61.54  0.76  4.28  0.64  20.72  12.05  

Norbury  59.19  8.96  10.96  3.13  10.08  7.69  

Broad Green  57.61  12.36  8.97  1.22  12.75  7.10  

Fairfield  56.05  7.19  6.21  2.96  18.22  9.38  

Bensham Manor  55.31  12.69  10.42  2.37  9.75  9.44  

West Thornton  50.70  16.23  12.93  3.59  9.10  7.45  
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Health 

The óHealth and Disabilityô deprivation domain evaluates the health of residents in an 

area by usi ng measurements of the level of poor health, early mortality and disability 
in an area, such as óyears of potential life lost,ô comparative illness and disability 
ratio and measures of acute morbidity.  Few areas in Croydon are in the 20% most 

deprived  in E ngland in relation to health and disability. However, those areas that do 
fall into this category do contain higher proportions of social housing and are also 

wards that have higher proportions of Black and Asian residents.  
 

Map 1  -  Health and Disability  Deprivation Sub - Domain  

(Department of Communities and Local Government 2007)  
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Analysing health statistics at an individual level it is clear that the Standardised 
Mortality Ratio (SMR) for ócardiovascular diseaseô, for ócancer ô and  for óall causesô are  

all slightly lower in Croydon , when compared with London  as a whole . The health 
data shown in Figure 15 is expressed as an SMR, which allows comparisons between 

areas. The England ratio is expressed as 100, and the other areaôs SMRs are 
expressed relative  to this.  
 
Figure 1 5  ï Standardised Mortality Ratios  in Croydon   

(London Health  Observatory 2002 - 08)  
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Croydonôs life expectancy for both males (77.1)  and females  (80.9)  is broadly in line 
with London  and national averages.  

 
Figure 16  ï Life Expectancy  (L ondon Health  Observatory  2002 - 08)  
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However, these statistics do not express the full picture. Research by the London 
Healthcare Commission has revealed that Bangladeshi, Pakistani and Black 

Caribbean groups are more likely to suffer from cardiovascular di sease.  
 

Moreover, residents in different wards have varied levels of health. The table below 
demonstrates that the Standardised Mortality Ratio (SMR) for óall causesô, for 
ócardiovascular diseaseô and for ócancerô is much higher in those deprived wards in 

the north of Croydon and the south -east of Croydon. The data at ward level also 
demonstrates the health inequalities experienced by different ethnic groups: 

Thornton Heath has a greater proportion of Black and Asian residents and suffers 
from a higher pre valence of cardiovascular disease.  
 

The health data shown in Table 5 is expressed as an SMR , which allows comparisons 
between areas.  

 
Ta bl e 5  -  Standardised  Mortality Ratios b y Ward in Croydon  

(London Health  Observatory  2002 - 08)  

  
All causes 

SMR  
(2002 - 20 06)  

Cardiovascular 

Disease SMR  
(2002 - 2006)  

Cancer SMR  
(2002 - 2006)  

Selhurst  139.5  154.2  114.1  

Waddon  132.7  141.0  115.9  

Broad Green  128.4  137.6  111.8  

Kenley  127.2  124.6  104.1  

Fieldway  125.7  121.8  139.1  

Addiscombe  121.8  127.0  121.4  

New Addington  118.6  116.0  122.9  

Thornton Heath  105.4  119.7  91.8  

Upper Norwood  102.2  103.8  84.0  

Fairfield  99.5  108.7  90.3  

Croydon  99.3  105.2  95.7  

West Thornton  98.6  117.4  76.5  

South Norwood  98.6  98.6  100.7  

Coulsdon West  98.6  109.7  77.2  

Norbury  98.0  110.3  85.8  

Bensham Manor  97.9  110.9  87.6  

Purley  96.5  108.3  94.3  

Croham  95.4  98.0  82.7  

Woodside  92.8  102.3  93.0  

Ashburton  90.5  95.2  104.6  

Coulsdon East  80.4  92.4  84.6  

Sanderstead  75.6  76.1  94.7  

Heathfield  71.6  63.7  90.1  

Shirley  70.9  74.5  85.3  

Selsdon and Ballards  64. 7 68.0  83.8  

 
A similar situation exists for average life expectancy between different wards in 

Croydon, as shown in Table 6 below. Wards in the north and centre of Croydon that 
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are classified as being within the 20% most deprived in England tend have a lo wer 
life expectancy than wards in the south. These areas are also more ethnically diverse 

with higher proportions of Black and Asian groups. Social housing is another 
correlating factor: New Addington and Fieldway have a lower life expectancy and 

considera bly higher than average proportions of socially renting households.  
 
Table 6  -  Life Expectancy in Croydon by Ward  

(London Health  Observatory  2002 - 08)  

  Male life 

expectancy  
(years)  

Female life 

expectancy  
(years)  

Selsdon and 

Ballards  

82.8  85.9  

Shirley  81.5  85.1  

Heathfield  81.3  83.8  

Sanderstead  80.6  84.6  

Coulsdon East  79.7  82.5  

Norbury  79.1  81.0  

Croham  79.0  81.5  

Coulsdon West  78.5  80.9  

Purley  78.1  82.2  

Ashburton  77.9  81.6  

Woodside  77.9  81.2  

Kenley  77.7  79.0  

Bensham Manor  77.3  81.3  

Croydon  77.1  80.9  

Fairfield  76.9  80.5  

West Thornton  76.8  81.0  

South Norwood  76.1  81.6  

New Addington  75.0  77.8  

Thornton Heath  74.9  80.8  

Upper Norwood  74.9  80.8  

Fieldway  74.6  78.3  

Addiscombe  74.0  78.8  

Waddon  73.6  78.7  

Selhurst  72.7  78.0  

Broad Green  72.3  78.8  

 

A key determinant of health in later life is childhood  obesity.  The National Child 
Measurement Programme  provides accurate data based on a robust survey of 
childhood obesity levels at Reception Class age (4 -5 year olds) and at Year 6 age 

(10 -11 year old s). This profile focuses on reception class age.  
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In Croydon, 23.7% of reception class pupils are classed as either obese or 
overweight, which is just above the London average of 22.9% and the national 

average of 22.6%. Of these, 10.9% fall into the o bese category, which is identical to 
the London average and just above the national average of 9.6%. Similarly, a further 

12.8% are classed as overweight compared to 12% in London and 13% across 
England.  
 

There is a much stronger variation in rates betwee n different groups and geographic 
areas in Croydon. Children from different ethnic backgrounds have different levels of 

obesity. For instance, there are higher proportions of children from Black or White 
backgrounds who are either obese or overweight compa red to children from an Asian 
or Chinese background. The chart below shows the percentage of children in 

reception class in primary schools for each major ethnic group who are either obese 
or overweight averaged out between the 2006/07 and 2007/08 academic  years.  

 
Figure 1 7  ï Childhood Obesity across Croydonôs Ethnic Groups 

(Croydon NHS 2006 - 08)  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

The charts overleaf present the percentage of children in reception class in primary 
schools for each ward and each Local Delivery Plan (LDP)  area that are either obese 
or overweight averaged out between the 2006/07 and 2007/08 academic years. 

(Please note children are defined as belonging to a ward/area if they live in the ward 
rather than if they go to school in that ward/area).  

 
 
 

 
 

Percentage of children who are obese or overweight by ethnic group, Year R, 2006-7 and 2007-8
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The char t below s hows  that north  and western  LDP areas have the highest level of 
childhood obesity, whilst areas in  the south with more access to open space and also 

more affluence , have lower levels.  
 
Figure 1 8  ï Childhood Obesity a cross Croydonôs Areas   

(Croyd on NHS 2006 - 08)  

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
The chart below shows  that wards in the north and around Croydon town centre 

have the highest proportions of children who are classed as obese or overweight, 
whilst the more affluent wards with significant quantities of op en space have lower 

proportions who are obese or overweight . 
 

Figure 1 9  ï Childhood Obesity a cross Croydonôs Wards  

(Croydon NHS 2006 - 08)  
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Percentage of children who are obese or overweight by LDP area, Year R, 2006-7 and 2007-8
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Teenage pregnancy r ates remain a significant issue in Croydon in comparison with 
the rest of London. Rates are high er at 56  conceptions  per 1 ,000 females  aged 15 -

17 years of age , compared with Londonôs rate of 45 and the national rate of 41.  
 

Teenage pregnancy tends to be concentrated in the more deprived areas of Croydon, 
especially in the north of the borough and al so Fieldway. Waddon, for instance, has a 
higher than average rate and areas in the ward  experience a greater level of 

deprivation than most of Croydon. The chart below demonstrates the different 
conception rates per 1,000 females aged 15 -17 compared across  Croydon including 

both terminations (legal abortions) and live births (Please note that NHS TOPs in the 
table below refers to NHS - funded Terminations of Pregnancy).  
 
 

Figure 20  -  Teenage Conceptions  p er 1,000 Females Aged 15 - 17  by Ward 2004 - 06  

(Croydon Jo int Strategic Needs Assessment 2009)  
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The map below  presents data on teenage pregnancy  geographically:  
 

Map 2  -  Teenage Pregnancy in Croydon   

( NHS Croydon , Teenage Pregnancy 2004 - 2006)  
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Infant mortality remains a key issue to be tackled in Croydon. The i nfant mortality 
rate is defined as deaths under one  year of age per 1,000 live births . In Croydon, 

there were 6.2 infant deaths per 1,000 live births, which is above the rate for south -
west London, outer London and London overall, as the graph below d emonstrates:  
 

Figure 2 1  -  Infant Mortality  (London Health Observatory 2005 - 07)  
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Low birth weight is another key health issue in Croydon; it is an enduring aspect of 
childhood morbidity, a major factor in infant mortality and has serious consequences 
for health in later life. Low birth weight is caused by a number of factors including 

the health of the mother. Whilst the Croydon percentage of births that have been 
classified as having a low birth weight are broadly in line with the national average, 

some w ards have a much higher proportion, and these are wards that experience  
higher levels of deprivation:  
 
Figure 22  -  Low Birth Weight  (London Health Observatory 2002 - 08)  
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Our P lace  
The data within this section presents an accessible analysis  of the Index of Multiple 

Deprivation  (IMD) and the Experian Mosaic Social Index.  The IMD is a combination of 
economic, social and housing indicators into a single deprivation score for a small 

area known as a Lower Super Output Area (LSOA). The Experian Mosaic Social I ndex 
is a social classification allowing public sector agencies to better understand the 
different types of people living in an area.  

 
Map 3 below presents the overall IMD. A detailed breakdown of the LSOAs by the 

seven separate domains of the IMD is prese nted in Table 7 and the different domains 
of the IMD are presented throughout the profile.  
 

Map 3  ï Index of Multiple Deprivation:  Croydon  

(Department of Communities and Local Government 2007)  

   


