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Introduction  
Croydon is a dynamic and complex place facing a variety of opportunities and 

challenges. Meeting the needs  of the boroughôs changing population in the future will 
be important for local services which work hard to ensure their activities and plans 

reflect the needs of different communities and places in the borough.  
 
Knowing and understanding the needs of loc al people is integral to delivering 

Croydonôs overall priorities set out in our Local Area Agreement, and addressing the 
aspirations of all communities that live and work in the borough. It is at the heart of 

local service delivery for the public, voluntar y and business sectors. A shared 
understanding of our communities is a core element of strong partnership working.  
 

Croydonôs local strategic partnership (a range of agencies that work together to 
improve outcomes for local people) has made significant pr ogress towards improving 

its knowledge and understanding of local  people and their  needs. In 2008/09 
Croydonôs Observatory was launched as a partnership resource that would support 
evidence based policy making. Two major assessments of needs were undertake n in 

partnership : the Council and Croydon NHS conducted a Joint S trategic Needs 
Assessment  (JSNA) ; and a crime assessment was carried out with the police.  

 
However the partnership is not complacent and recognises that more needs to be 
done to understand t he nature and extent of inequality and disadvantage within our 

local communities so that we can better target services collectively to reduce any 
gaps.  

 
Croydonôs first community profiles, which include a borough profile and one for each 
ward , are designed  to provide a range of data and information about the physical, 

social and economic make -up of the communities and where possible raw population 
numbers, broken down by age, gender , ethnicity, religion and belief; health 

indicators ; deprivation statistics;  crime statistics; economic activity, employment; 
data on schools  and educational attainment ; housing  and  households .  
 

The c ommunity profiles are designed to provide local service providers, community 
leaders, ward councillors and other practitioners with  relevant and up to date 

information about the community and places they serve. Each profi le has the same 
format: people, place  and prosperity and contains an introduction to some of the key 

characteristics of the borough or ward. They include a statistica l appendix with tables 
and links to a range of information available on the internet. Croydonôs Observatory 
will contain a variety of other data and information that compliments the information  

found in these documents e.g. the I ndex of Multiple Deprivatio n 200 7.  
 

Community profiles will address local government priorities set out in the Local Area 
Agreement and wider government priorities along with contributing to the 
Comprehensive Area Assessment.  

 
The profiles are living documents which will be updated  on the release of new major 

data and information  and based on feed back from those that use them . Please 
therefore do feedback with any comments or suggestions about how Croydonôs 
profiles can be improved.  
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Each profile has four sections:  

 
 A summary of ke y findings;   

 A focus on people outlining the key demographic and social cha racteristics of 
the borough;  

 A focus on place providing information about the level of deprivation, crime 

and community assets;  and  
 A focus on prosperity providing a range of socio -economic trends including 

level of skills and educational attainment.  
 
The profiles also contain a óStatistical Appendixô which contains a detailed breakdown 

of all the data used within the profiles, and a óStatistical Glossaryô that contains 
definitions of all the terms and definitions used within the profile and a list of the key 

data sources.  
    
The profiles are living documents which will be updated on the release of new major 

data and information.  
 

Please let Amanda Guest -Collins ( amanda.guest -collins@croydon.gov.uk ) have any 

comments or suggestions about how Croydonôs profiles can be improved. 
 

 
Ward Map of Croydon  
As shown on the map  overleaf , Ashburton is situated to the northeast of the 

borough, bordering with the London Borough of Bromley and the wards of Woodside, 
Addiscombe, Fairfield, Heathfield and Shirley . 

mailto:amanda.guest-collins@croydon.gov.uk
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Key F indings  
 

According to population projections, there are 13,315 people in Ashburton, which is 
about average populatio n size for a ward in Croydon. The current population has 

proportionally more children and young people and older people than the average for 
Croydon, whilst working -age people in Ashburton make up a slightly smaller 
proportion.  

 
The population of Ashburto n is less ethnically diverse than Croydon as a whole. In 

2001, 24% of the population were from Minority Ethnic communities ;  which was 
below the borough average of 36%, and Londonôs 40%. Black and Black British 
communities made up 33% of the Minority Ethnic  population, and Asian and Asian 

British made up 24% of the Minority Ethnic population with a range of other ethnic 
groups making up the rest of the minority population.  

 
It is projected that the population of Ashburton will change in the long - term. As 
hou seholds become smaller, the actual population is expected to fall by 13% 

between 2001 and  2026. However, the population of older people is expected to 
increase by 5% over the same period.   

 
The size of non -Christian faith communities is smaller in Ashburt on than it is across 
Croydon as a whole. In 2001, Christians were the largest faith community in 

Ashburton making up 72% of the population. Whilst there were small groupings of 
other religions, people who have óno religionô were the second largest group.  

 
There is a mixture of affluence and deprivation  in Ashburton. Most households fall 
within the Mosaic óSecure Suburbiaô category, which means they tend to live in 

comfortable suburban housing, have increasingly independent children and 
substantial investme nts in their own house or another investment.  Most areas in 

Ashburton, according to the Index of Multiple Deprivation, are not within the 20% 
most deprived areas in England.  
 

However, the north -west of the ward is relatively more deprived. Three areas fal l 
into the 11 -20% most deprived in England, due mainly to income and employment -

related deprivation. Moreover, households in these areas generally  fall into the 
óSocial Dependentô category, which means  they tend to live in socially rented 

housing,  with low -paying jobs or in receipt of social benefits  and a higher than 
normal level of  social deprivation.  
 

Residents in Ashburton, according to most indicators, are generally in better health 
than residents across the borough as a whole. The average life expecta ncy for a 

resident in Ashburton is higher than the borough average. The Standardised 
Mortality Ratio for óAll Causesô of mortality helps explain this as it is lower than the 
borough average.  

 
However, the health of children in Ashburton is potentially wors e than the rest of 

Croydon. According to the latest surveys of children in the borough, 32.4% of 
reception class pupils living in Ashburton are classed as either obese or overweight ;  
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this is the highest in Croydon. Moreover, 15.8% of pupils fall into the o bese 
category, which is significantly above the Croydon average of 10.9%.  

 
Crime is lower in A shburton  than across Croydon: there are approximately 66  Total 

Notifiable Offences per 1,000 population, compared to the Croydon average of 95. 
There is also less theft in Ashburton  compared with Croydon . However, there are  a 
greater proportion of criminal damage - related offences  compared to the borough 

average.  
 

Ashburton  has a broadly similar occupational structure to Croydon with 42 % of 
working age people empl oyed in professional or managerial positions. However,  only 
18% of residents are classified as highly skilled in the ward , compared to 24% 

across the borough and 31% across London.  
  

The educational attainment of pupils in Ashburton is below that of the bo rough 
average at all Key Stage 2 (KS2) levels and at GCSE. Attainment at KS2 for both 
English and Maths was around 10% lower than the borough average. Moreover,  42% 

of children achieved five  GCSE A* -C grade s in 2008 compared to 59% in Croydon .
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Our P eople  

Population 

According to the latest Greater London Authority (GLA) population projections, there 

are  13,315  people living in Ashburton , which is a n average population size for a ward 
in Croydon . 

 
Figure 1  ï W ard populations (GLA 2008 Round Projections PLP Lo w)  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Ashburton  has proportionally less working age people  than Croydon with slightly 
more children, young people and older people living in the ward:  

 
Figure 2  ï Population by Age  (GLA 2008 Round Projections PLP Low)  
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Population projections for A shburton  estimate a significant decrease of 4% in the 
number of children and y oung people (2 %)  and people of working age between 2001 

and 2026.  The population of older people  will increase  by  5%  within the same 
period . The t otal  population will only increase slightly. This is broadly similar to the 

projections for Croydon as a whole,  as shown in Figure 3.  
 
Figure 3  ï Demographic change (GLA 2008 Round Projections PLP Low)  

 
 
Movement into Ashburton from outside the borough, both from the UK  and 
elsewhere is  lower than the rate across Croydon as a whole. Table 1  shows how the 

proportions of Ashburton residents moving in from outside the ward , especially those 
residents from outside of Croydon,  are lower than the rate of people movi ng into 

Croydon  as a whole . This suggests that pressures resulting from migration are 
weaker in Ashburton than generally across Croydon.  
 

Table 1  ï In  Migration Census 2000 - 01 Snapshot:  Ashburton and Croydon 
(Office f or  National Statistics, Census 2001)  

 Ashburton  (%)  Croydon  (%)  

Population  migrating from 

outside the ward  

3.91  4.22  

Population  migrating from 

outside Croydon but within the 
UK 

1.93  4.23  

Population  migrating from 
outside the UK  

0.44  0.92  
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Ethnicity  

Ashburton is less ethnically diverse tha n the borough average:  

 
 24% of the population are from a Minority Ethnic background compared to 
36% in Croydon; óMinority Ethnicô includes White Irish, White Other, Black, 

Asian, Mixed and Chinese and Other ethnic groups.  
 

 18% are from a óBlack and Minorit y Ethnic ô (BME) background compared to 
30% in Croydon; BME includes Black, Asian, Mixed and Chinese and Other 
ethnic groups.  

 
Figure 4  ï Ethnic Profile of Ashburton  

(Office for National Statistics, Census 2001)  

 
 
Whilst the total Minority Ethnic populat ion of Ashburton is proportionally smaller than 

the Croydon average, the Minority Ethnic profile is similar to Croydonôs. Like 
Croydon, there are higher proportions of Black and Asian groups who make up over 

half of the Minority Ethnic population in Ashbur ton. Figure 5 shows this information:  
 
Figure 5  ï Ashburtonôs Minority Ethnic  Population   

(Office for National Statistics, Census 2001)  
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The school level census indicates that there are decreasing numbers of White British 
children, whilst th ere are growing numbers of children  from Minority Ethnic  groups , 

especially those from a Black African background . The overall trend  is shown in 
Figure 6 (Please see T able 9 in the óStatistical Appendix ô for a detailed breakdown).  

 
Figure 6  ï Ashburton 5 - 1 6 yr old population change by ethnic origin   
(LB Croydon, Pupil Level Annual School Census 2003 - 08)  
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Religion and Belief 

There are a variety of religions and beliefs represented in Ashburton , but Christians 

and those who describe themselves as having óno religion ô are the two largest 
groups. Th e percentage of Christians residing in th e ward is above the Croydon  

average . 
  
Figure 7 ï Faith Communities in Ashburton  

(Office for National Statistics, Census 2001)  

Ashburton

72%

2%

3%

14%

8% 1%

Christian

Hindu

Muslim

No religion

Religion not stated

All Other



12   ASHBURTON WARD PROFI LE 

Health 

The Standardised Mortality Ratio (SMR ) for ócardiovascular disease ô is lower in 

Ashburton, when compared with Croydon as a whole . However, t he SMR for  óCancer ô 
indicates that rates in Ashburton are higher than the borough, London and England 
rates.  The health data shown in Figure 8 is express ed as a Standard Mortality Ratio, 

which allows comparisons between areas. The England ratio is expressed as 100, 
and the other area SMRs are expressed relative to this.  

 
Figure 8  ï Standardised Mortality Ratios  in Ashburton   
(London Health Observatory 200 2 - 08)  
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Life expectancy for both males and females are in line with the borough levels  at 
77.9  years  and 81.6  years  respectively , as shown below:  

 
Figure 9  ï Life Expectancy in Ashburton  
(London Health Observatory 2002 - 08)  
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A key determina nt of health in later life is childhood  obesity.  The National Child 
Measurement Programme  provides accurate data based on a robust survey of 

childhood obesity levels at reception  class age (4 -5 year olds) and at Year 6 age 
(10 -11 year olds).  

 
In Ashburto n, 32.4% of reception class pupils are classed as either obese or 
overweight, which is the highest in Croydon. Of these, 15.8% fall into the obese 

category, which is above the Croydon average of 10.9%. Similarly, a further 16.6% 
are classed as overweight c ompared to 12.8% across Croydon. The chart below 

shows  the percentage of children in reception  class in primary schools for each ward 
who are either obese or overweight averaged out between the 2006/07 and 2007/08 
academic years  (Please note that these fig ures relate to the residence of the pupils 

and not where they go to school ) . 
 

 
Figure 10  ï Childhood Obesity by Ward   
( Croydon  NHS,  2006 - 08)  
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In Ashburton, the teenage conception rate stands at around 45 conceptions  per 
1,000 females aged 15 -17  (2004 -06),  which is below the Croydon average of 56 

conceptions during the same period. Ashburton tends to have a higher proportion of 
terminations (legal abortions) than live births  (Please note that NHS TOPs in the 

table below refers to NHS - funded Terminations of Pregnancy).  
 
Figure 1 1  -  Teenage Conceptions by Ward 2004 - 06  

(Croydon Joint Strategic Needs Assessment 2009)  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Low birth weight is an enduring aspect of childhood morbidity, a major factor in 
infant mortality and has serious consequences  for health in later life. It is caused by 

a number of factors including the health of the mother. Ashburtonôs percentage  of 
birth s that have a low birth  weight  is below Croydon and London  average s:  

 
Figure 1 2  -  Low Birth Weight  (London Health Observatory 2002 - 08)  
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Our P lace  
 

The data within this section presents an accessible analysis  of the Index of Multiple 
Deprivation  (IMD) and the Experian Mosaic Social Index.  The IMD is a combination of 

economic, social and housing indicators into a single deprivatio n score for a small 
area known as a Lower Super Output Area (LSOA). The Experian Mosaic Social Index 
is a social classification allowing public sector agencies to better understand the 

different types of people living in an area.  
 

Please note that the numb ered LSOAs shown in the map illustrates the overall IMD. 
The seven separate domains of the IMD along with the two supplementary domains 
on income deprivation affecting children and older people are pr esented for each 

LSOA in Table 2 .  
 

Map 1 ï LSOAs in Ash burton (Index of Multiple Deprivation 2008, 
Department of Communities and Local Government  and Experian Mosaic 
2008)  
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LSOA level of deprivation 

Table 2 indicates  how the nine  Lower Super Output Area s (LSOA)  in Ashburton , 

shown in Map 1,  are performing a gainst the domains  that form the overall IMD . 
There are three LSOAs in Ashburton that fall within the 20% most deprived areas in 
England. Income and employment - related deprivation is the most prevalent type of 

deprivation in Ashburton.   
 

The ranking for ea ch domain is shown using the following key:  
 

Lowest 5%  6% ï 10%  11% -  20%  21% +  

    

 
Table 2  ï IMD for Ashburtonôs LSOAs  

(Department of Communities and Local Government 2008)  
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For a full description of each domain please see  Table 1 in  the óAbout the Data 

Sourcesô section of the óStatistical Glossaryô on p. 36. 
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LSOA Mosaic Social Classification 

ñSecure Suburbiaò is the most prevalent social group in Ashburton comprising nearly 

half of all household s. Such households tend to live in comfortable suburban housing, 
have increasingly independent children and substantial investments in their own 
house or another investment.  The rest of Ashburton is made up of a range  of social 

groups :  
 

Figure 1 3  ï Breakdown of Households in Ashburton by Major Mosaic 
Segments (Mosaic Experian 2008)  
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Crime  

Ashburtonôs crime rate is lo wer than the Croydon  average . There are 66 Total 

Notifiable Offences (TNOs)  per 1000 population com pared to 95 in Croydon . Theft is 
low at 26.5% of all crime in the ward (26.5% compared to 30.4%), as is fraud and 
forgery (1.8% compared to 5.4%). Criminal d amage, robbery and drugs crimes 

however , make up a larger proportion of total crime in the ward compared to 
Croydon averages. The charts below illustrate the major five  types of criminal 

offences in Croydon and the ward. The óOtherô category, shown in the chart, 
represents all other types of offences outside of the top five , added together  (please 
see Table 15  in the óStatistical Appendixô for a detailed breakdown of crime by each 

type of offence).  
 

Figure 14  ï Top 5 Crime Types in Croydon (Metropolitan Pol ice 20 08 /09 )  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Figure 15  ï Top 5 Crime Types in Ashburton (Metropolitan Police 20 08 /09 )  
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Community Assets 

There is a wide diversity of assets in and around Ashburton including schools, youth 

clubs, open spaces and community facilities as shown below on the map:  
 
Map 2 ï Council Assets (LB Croydon 2008)  

 
 

Please note that details of the numbered assets can be found overlea f in Table 3 . 
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Table 3 ï Council Asset Base Details (LB Croydon 2008) 

No.  Asset  Address  

134  Residential unit  

Ashburton Park Lodge , Lower 

Addiscombe Road  

135  Parkland  Ashburton Park  

136  Library  Ashburton Library  

137  Primary school  Ashburton J unior  & I nfant  School  

138  Residential  Home  (Old Age Pensioners)  Stroud Green Lodge  

139  Youth Club  

Stroud Green Way, Addiscombe 

Boys Club  

140  Primary school  Tollgate J unior & I nfant  School  

141  Community facility  
Longheath Gardens Community 
Centre  

142  Woodland Area (Bird Sanctuary)  Long Lane Woods  

143  Primary school  
Monks Orchard J unior & I nfant 
School  

163  High School  Ashburton Community School  

164  
Park area laid out for sporting 
activities  Ashburton Playing Field  

165  Woodland Area (Bird Sanctuary)  Glade Wood  

194  Park (for sports)  Ashburton Recreational Park  

195  Open Space  Stroud Green Open Space  

196  Playing field  Shirley Road -  Stroud Green Well  
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Our P rosperity  
Economy 

At 4.5%, t he level  of unemployment in Ashburton i s below the Croydon average . The 

latest data from August 2008  indicates that there we re a total of 1,20 0 benefits 
claimants in Ashburto n, which at 14. 4%  of the working -age population,  is not 

significantly different from the Croydon av erage  of 13.7% .  
 

Figure 1 6  ï Benefit Claimants as a % of Working Age Population  
(Department for Work and Pensions, 2008)  
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There are  slightly fewer  manag ers and  professionals  in Ashburton  compared to the 
Croydon average  and less than the London average. Ashburton follows the wider 

Croydon pattern in having a higher proportion of people employed in personal and 
customer service positions than the level acro ss London.  

 
Figure 1 7  ï Ashburton and Croydon Occupational Structure   
(Office for National Statistics, 2001 Census)  
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Skills and education 

Skills levels mirror the  socio -economic situation with  a greater level of  lower  skilled 

people  than both  the borough and London levels . 
 
Figure 1 8  ï Skills Levels  

(Office for National Statistics, 2001 Census)  
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Education attainment also shows this trend, with GCSE and Key Stage Two (KS2) 
Level 4+ attainment for English and Maths being lower than the Croydo n averages . 
 

Figure 1 9  ï Educational attainment  
(Department of Children, Schools and Families 2008)  

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
(Please note educational attainment relates to the residence of pupils and the 

location of their school e.g. a pupil living in Fairfield Ward and going to school in 
Addiscombe would be included under Fairfield).  
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Tenure 

Home ownership and the number of socially rented homes is slightly higher in 

Ashburton, and the number of privately rented homes is significantly lower (half the 
Croydon ave rages) when compared to Croydonôs rates. Figure 20  shows this 
information:  

  
Figure 20  -  Housing Tenure (Office for National Statistics, Census 2001)  
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Statistical A ppendix  
 

This section contains all the statistical data used in the ward profile in tabular  form. 
This is for users who need to access the actual figures for funding bids or further 

calculations.  
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Our People 

 

Table 1 -  Population  ( Greater London Authority 2008 1)  

 Ashburton  Croydon  London  

Population  13,315  335,094  7,625 ,64 6 

 

Table 2 -  Gender  ( Greater London Authority 2008 2)  

 Ashburton  

(%)  

Croydon  

(%)  

London  

(%)  

Male  47.51  48.85  48.87  

Female  52.49  51.15  51.13  

 

Table 3 ï In - migration  ( Greater London Authority, 2008 3)  

 Ashburton  Croydon  

In -migration from outside Ward, but within Borough  530  139 51  

% of ward population  3.91%  4.22%  

In -migration from outside borough, but within UK  262  13999  

% of ward population  1.93%  4.23%  

In -migration from outside UK  60  3025  

% of ward population  0.44%  0.92%  

 

Table 4 -  National Insurance Number Registrations o f Overseas Nationals  
( Department for Work and Pensions, 2009 4)  

Major regional  groups  Ashburton  Croydon  

Highly skilled  5 300  

SE Asia  20  1500  

Other  15  620  

Europe  25  1435  

Africa (ex. SA)  15  995  

A8 30  1545  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

                                       
1 http://www.croydo nobservatory.org/Borough/  
2 http://www.croydonobservatory.org/Borough/   
3 http://www.croydonobservatory.org/Borough/   
4 http://www.croydonobservatory.org/Borough/   

http://www.croydonobservatory.org/Borough/
http://www.croydonobservatory.org/Borough/
http://www.croydonobservatory.org/Borough/
http://www.croydonobservatory.org/Borough/



